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1. Tuzss. 1v. 18. 


W. herefore comfort one another with theſe 
: "Words. 


[1 E Words related to, are thoſe in 

_ the foregoing Verſes ; .where the A- 

poſtle delivers the Dodtrine of the 
ReſurreRtion: Telling-us, That at the ſound 
the Trump of God all the dead ſhall be raiſed, 

and the dead i in wg ſhall riſe 60s, ; And be 


: . * S 
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We-may obſerve how differently the World 
was affe&ted at the News of our Saviour's 


ReſurreQion: The Diſciples heard it as that: 


which they moſt longed te: hear; an@ the 


Meſſage of -thoſe Travellers from Emmaus. 
telling chem, The Lord is riſen indeed, was. 


. acha'Cordial ro Them, thac it'came to'be 
preſcribed to ſucceeding Chriſtiansas'ats An- 


ridote againſt all Worldly Fears: The Lord is. 


riſen, growing into-a common form. of Salu- 


Et eas them, whereby they were whne- 


to congratulate and give Joy to one ahother. 


On the contrary, When the ſame Repore- 
was broughr'to. the other Feps,and that with: 


the ftrongeſt evidence of Truththat any Re- 


port was capaHle. of, (2;z.) from the In- 


— 


timation of rhe Earthquake, and the Artcfta- 


tion'of the Band of Souldiers, and the con- 


current Reſurredtion'of ſeveral of. their: own 
Acquaintance that were known to have ap-. 


= ared inthe City (and what more could be 


all this they would not.believeut ; they would 


defired to. convince theReaſonable??) yer for 


rather believe their ownabſurd Fiction, That: 


his Diſciples came' by night and late. bim: agay. 


£ 


« 
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- We need jior/look It for a Realon. why - 
this News was ſo differently a | 


ict; 


Pod 
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Diſciptes: bad” an Intereft:in!ic; for/all-their 
Hopes depended upon the Divimty of their 
Maſter, which was now demonſtrated by 
His Rifing again from the Dead: - Whereas 
the eps Intereſt (as their Malice had brought 
it about) lay quite on the other fide : The 
Report of his Reſurrection threatned them 
with the danger of being called to account 
for their-malicious Proſecution of hin; and 
therefore they feared and hated the Report; 
and therefore they would not believe it, how 
credible focyer the Teſtimonies made it ap- 


ap £020 EINE: aonthetnos 
I 1s- no wonder then, if the Doctrine of 

our Common Refurre&tion. ſhall fomerimes 
meet/ with the Aammo-ftubborn Infidelity; if 
there are Men that witt reje& the Bcliet of 
the Reſurrection as Abſurd, and yet ſwallow 
much - greater Abfurditics, in their own 
Scheme of No-Refurre&tion*” Jt.1s only: ma- 
nifeſt, That ſuch-Men's Intereft hes againtt 
the Article; and that they Err not for want 
of 'Ewidence, but-barely for want of Com- 
pliance in their: Aﬀetions: "It-s not:Reafon 
but Vice, that oppoſes the Beltef of the Re- 
ſurreQion; and Vice oppoles it Irreconcile- 
ably: For although: many vicious Men do 
| B 2 believe 
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[ 4] 
believe; the Reſurredtion, yeti 10; 19 certaity;. 
that all VICIOUS J Men. would: rather 'NOE: 
believe it; they alt: lay under_the Temptar 
tion of wiſbing they. knew how to-cyade the 
bclicf of it; and 'therefore what; wonder-;if 
ſome, ſetting [their Wits ;heartily abou 17; . 
make a. ſhift to compals the Deluſion: they 
Dees? 0 boils Smoud to franc cox ati 
It were vain to attempt.the. reclaunihg:of 
theſe Men'from their. Errour by Reaſon and 
Arguments; - for: they; that/'pretend. to | fas 
thom the Power-of: God, and to-Ratcall.ths 
poſſibilities of its acting, muſt needs think 
all men's Reaſon ſhallow, in compariſon” of 
their own : And: they that willdeny the Scrts» 
pturc:ita:he the Word of Gog, checaule 16 
aſſerts 4 Reſurretian,:neither would :ithey bes 
| lieve a Reſurrection, .thbugh :one* roſe: from tha 
Dead: For, ſuppoſing ſuch a; Miracle ; were 
wrought bcfore:+their; Eyes; they. mught/ as 
well:conclude-that Eyadence.;to be. a Phan: 
zaſm, as\they naw- conclude the Scripture to 
' be a forgery, 'He that will haps. to reform 
fuch. men's Judgments, myſt ve the Art 
of reforming itherr.:Manners, and the;,power 
of awakening - their Conſciences:., For -in 
the Conſcience it . 1s; (as, our Apoſtle has hexy 
bog] Is ery.d,.. 


43 Þ 
ſerv'd, 1:7im, 2: 19:): that the Shipwratk of 
Faith begins, and: There only. it: can berre-- 
pair'd:. -Ler-them be perſfaaded to live. fo as 
ta be able to W5/b a Refurrettion,. and then 
the: Article wall ſoon' appear as-credtible-as 
that ;thero--are | Antipodesz which \we': know: 
has ſometimes been .look'd on-as-a' ſtrange 
Opinion; and: yer: now: eycry: ane. finds is to: 
he: ers. bo. i : 29019] 11:9 WHEL 7233 
. Bur; 19: the.mean time, We may be. bold 
to argue againſt theſe men, what: the Apo- 
Rleiargnes again. other Apoſtates, - (viz-}: 
That. prifeſſing :to.ibe wiſe, they: become fools: 
Imean' Fools by: their own Standard: Be-: 
cauſe that by not-bclieving the Reſurrection, 
they; quithold of che greateſt Temporal Com 
fort"that humanelife capable of 5:The:Kes- 
ſurre&tion being a Truth that God . has re- 

vealed,: among ather Reaſons for this in-par- 
ticular, That. it. might ſerve to ſupport and 
chear. our: minds,. amidſt thoſe 'many Evils 
to' which we arc obnoxious in this prefent 
Woatld. Which is 4he particular Argument 
that my_Text.obliges me to purſue... -. 

. - need not bring Evidence : to: holy” Zob's 
Obſervation, That :Man is 'borx ta: trouble 5; 
the multitude of Complainers may' fave Cad 
| Ftaat: 
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_ thatiJabour: But there'is another Obſerya- 

tion; Which hergrafts upon this, well worth 
our. Contemplating,: and that is, That. Afti- 


Aron: cometh. not forth of the \ Duft, "nor does: 
 Froxb/e| ſpring. out. of | the Grodndh: © Whereby: = 


he-intimates that no Evils:befall us, but the 
Divine 'Providence has a:hand: in the diſpo- 
ſal of them: And,:this-being fo, we may far- 
ther aſſure our ſelves, That God inflitts: no 
Evils' in 'this life Without having \made a Pro- 
viſion of ſuch patlible Relicfs as may ſuffice 
to: the camfortable: bearing of: them; ' And 
'to'think otherwiſe, would:not gnly' be mju- 
rious: to the-Goodncſs: of | God; but likewiſ 
the: way to make our. ſelves more miſerable 
than God is willing-any of us ſhould be. God 
 ordains'no'Grief without a Medicine 3/ inflits 
no Trouble 'withour . an Expediene: of pro- 
partionable Conſolation;.. and accordingly 
-my: Text offers one that 1s. Adequate to all 
'that can: befall us. Buc before I infiſt'on 
That, I ſhall enquire what expedients of this 
kind the: Fancics of Men have been able to 
project for themſelves; and:from the Inſafh- 
ciency of theſe I ſhall make 1t appear, That 
-there 15 no ſolid ſupport of a Man's mind; 
whenunder-the onkevet world}y Troubles, 


bur 


Ss 


os SR OS 
but only that which' offers it ſelf in the pro- 
ſpe of the Refurreion. Lys KY 6 ide. 
- Nofearch has been more curiouſly purſued 
in"all ages thah this,” Whar Care for Grief ?. 
Whar Remedy for Afflictions? What Recom- 
pence might a Man'poflibly make himfclf for. 
the, Traubles he mal ore And ſeveral-me- 
thodshave been directed in the Gaſe. But that- 
which pleaſed Men moſt, and' therefore has. 
been moſt in practice, was-ro' berake them- 
frlves:ta Intemperance and ſenſttal Pleaſures; 
propoſing by theſe tomake themſelvesamends: 
for the Evil they ſuffer'd, or at Icaſt ro tupthe 
and harden themſtlves againſt its Impreſſions. 
Inremperancenever wanted other Arguments, . 
but this-has always been looke' upon as its. . 
faireſt Apology, when uſed to remove: forrow 
from: the heart, and to make 'men forget their 
Tronble.” Thus the Epicurc,. ryd 2.27. puts. 
the Queſtion, What has man for the wexation of 
his heart? All his days are forrows, and his Tra- 
il grief: and thereupon he concludes, Where- 
fore there rs nothing better for a man, than to eas- 
and to Hinkand dl his fenſes. And ſo thoſe 
Libertines, Wiſd\2; having firtt laid down their. 
Scheme'to pt ve rlicetifclves wholly Material 
and wholly 'Morral, 'arid fo no; berterichan 
OO Beaſts 
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Beaſts of - another ſhape, they make this Re: 
fleftion, That Life ts are and. tedious, ſbort in 
timc,and yet tedious in. vexations; and thence 
they infer, Therefore let us enjoy the good things 
that are prefec ; and let none go without his 
Jbare of our volu raſa, I confels that this 
Concluſion and Mcthod 1s les. reproachful, 
when conſequent to ſuch a Scheme of Relief 
And yet even Then, How narrow arc the 
Comforts of it? How many Gricfsarc there 
that will not abide. this Remedy? And how 
.many thatit cannot reach? And thoſe, it does 
reach, how thin a ſhelter does it afford chem? 
And how ſoon will the ſtorm break through? 
And in the mcan time,how.many, arc Ba 
miſchiefs ? and greater oftentimes thaty tle 
it. is applyed to cure? Bur, on the other fide, 
while we own a God, what an affront 1s.1tto 
that God to ſtupific our {elves againſt the a- 
-waknings of his Diſcipline? While we owna 
future Reward, what a madneſs.1s it to over- 
look that Reward, and to take our Conſola- 
tions herc, in bar to.thoſe that are to come? 
While we own a Conſctence,what aNiolation 
and. outrage is it tothat awful FRCUUry £0 flee 
co Vice fora ſhelter from Misfortunc.?. : 
Upon this ſingle Confideration | Cool 
Ence 


TH 


vor wilcr,,, Fea 
NGOS of. fas 5ee dahod, and ct < Ne 
9 es; ingoppolicion.t@ #::For. { 
their). Philoſophers adviſed 'men tg, focus 
themſelvesragainſt Arlictions wigs , 
tion) (wiz;)-thet they,wers 4p Exil< mh 
WQU nor: allpwrany.bing, me bg. ES ha 
WA3 1DPOIA; 25: le The I, PPT QF64 
F ARINEIES fie O! fo IvIL; Meznin ing 
hereby wds 80, ogg -thas, 7 and thus 
mueh-is:cortginly; (rug) 6 The Afflictions arg 
mor Evid! nl campazilen;ot Sins: But; yer. We 
taut acknowhdgat 12 Aﬀct ons are fuc 
Evids as wall, make: a Iman: Mura ble, it he 
hasng: ocher;] pfoiheG. 5h4n tion t9 
ſupport himſelf withal;: ak cher re.1.do 
not mention 6 do of, Theirs as-a com- | 
percent means,of Comtorts; bug as it is a no- 
ble Proygcation 19 Virws \For 1ct.us. con- 
{der. with, our elves;;1f thole. 
rived to ſuch a pitch. of maral Forty de, as 
tgaceount Calamisigs not Ewif incompariſen 
of Sis 3: Gout not, BR id; ;40gnpa po of 


an dyropular Appetite a: Prilpg nat. Earl, un 
compariſon of a ruling Paſſion ; he OR? 


Chal 193A) reproach; apts thiauth FF9; to 
that 61 
1GiaW9;}b:tbey>. SKFSrRl -aei 


[16] 
Profeffion of the Croſs, - -ſhall be found ts 
chooſe Vice rather than Trouble; and per- 
C Cn ©, maily Ss Jeſs thatithe y fearC One 


mity ?. * OV T642 {10 oy FE. 
"The beſt Rules chat Humane Wiſdoihas . 
fictions, are thele-: Tags Bu neſs and! Pac. 
hdp of Blſfneſs/lies inidivertin 
the Thoug Its; forſ6 lotg as we catiſuſper 
our mind from / thinking ot! that which 
gricves'us,*'fo Jong we have'a' Truce with 
our grief, and'1 '3t affe&s/ns very hrele: And 
this 15' the Reaſon why Trouble has its: full 
blow at the 1d}e marj;becauſehhe has nothing 
cl{c'to think'f; "rhereas<while the mind-18 
vera 6ff by" As: tterition' oh h fornethiig £lſe, 
at*part of the violence of 'that' blow is 
brokeh. 7: at9n the mean time,” How-many 
Troublcs/bf Tife:: Are there, that are too ful. 
ten to be irploy' 'd, [and to0-' :mmportuniate to 
be diverted? Troubles that can abſolutely 
command-us: to bear and to attend them: 
In {cake 'of which, there is no Remedy bur 
Patience; And'lce us fee what Remedy there 
15 1n That: Wy. 
| It is the work of Bariviice to ſummon' up 


| the powers of the tnind, Atbroifs wet /bear 
- what 


IV! 
what: we cannot .help,..as-Compolcdly as we 
may: BE cans helps as we are-iſecured at 
laſt agai the; miſchiets;.of . lnapaticnce ; 
wh 18. Ay £0 increale the 
den, Ty ome to. impair! the ſtrength 

o the Bearer, But 1n-.che-macan time, Tho' 
Patience be a , prudent. Guard and Defenſa- 
tive againſt farther Evilz/ ics nos any Com- 
fort or Relief of-the: Preſent: As, when a 
ryan, lies paincd of a broken Boe, che more 
reltlcls he 15, the more torment-;he- crcates 
huſclf; butbe he-never.lo quiet,” that does 
ho way Alleviace what hc actually feels, nor 
offer any; compenſation tos the feeling. of ic. 
I ſpeak not now, of apogee, & 1t11S arr: 
ſtian Grace; as it 1s a.,duriful ſubmiſſion 'of 
our: Wills to. che Diſcipline of God, and-1o 
the Parcrit of FIODE far;in ghis Sgalkeds i5the 
very Conſolation, di ir 0/,an/the Text- 
bur I ſpeak- of Patience as: it.45, limply. a _mc- 
thod. of humanc Wiſdom, to bear quictly 
cthac which we,.cannor help; In,which-Sen(e, 
it nth 14 carrics SIP ſuch Virtue in ir,” nos 
ound any "fuch” Conſolation. | And 

therefore They; that were truly Wiſe among 

the Heathen, , baving well; conſidered: —_ 
ſtate. of. things,” Th £) th, Attchions ahd 


Trou- 


* 


Troubtds of Life were mihittons, 
they fel indiſcriminatchy "rxpon, 


od Men. 
as well-as Bad, -and'that'there was no, pro- 
portionable Cotripenta > bc met Wit 


it this 'Wotld; ftom this 'yety Foundation 
they raiſed "their Reafonings 'to rhe Con- 
jeaute of it Life" Nie ; 'whercih che' God 
chat-Loverns' all* rhings fibald acquir” and 
manifeſt -the * Gobdneſs of'kis Natore; and. 
thoſe Men'that were Paticht and. Virtgous. 
under- their” preſehie Evils: | ould Tecave a 
fulf and! ſacisf4&tory reward. "This, though 
it” were 'their bare Gueſs, Mcdfed” them 1o. 
much;?that they Eduld”gor chooſe bur notre. 
"946 Hope;-/and* though" they Pit 
advance i-no | rin vpc,/ yet that 
very Hope was ototY entertaining to'rhem 
in their Troubles, $-:-þ other, Pc tits 
that- che Works chi op heme les 
Now: #Hhhewwis hel Quick is cur; F Evi: 
dence; # lege HG: tr Hop Es r 
futance-'!Nay; f7 ANN gt 
theſtdte of 2791 citer poo b 4 
could cither" gueſs or hope for... ._Lert us 
theniin particular, "What it.is that aeToge 
. offers for-the'Marter er. Chen TY 
what every Good Chit =_ G 


} 


"=_ 
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Hope for from the flare of the Reſurre&tion. 
'TheHoly Sctipeure repreſents ir Thus,(wrz.) 
That: Chriſt our Lord, Who rs the Aitthor of fal- 
Zation to- all them that + obey him, ſhall raiſe ws 
ap at. the laft dby.; and ſhall rake ws-into the 
Mani ons of: his Father's honſe ; That where He 
is, we may be alſo: And” that we "ſhall not 
only be with Him; bur (what 15 greater ) we 
ſhall -be like him t00: 1 Fob: 3. 2. For he ſhall 
change our vite bodies, that they may ' be fa- 
ſhioned like po his lorions body ; and weſball- 
tear: the Tia of. fit Heavenly. Adam, :The 

Apoltle, to ! FH Le doit ghe into 
that wonderful CpNge that ſhall paſs upon. 
every Gopd, ( hriftian /at**the* Rekgrtetion 
exprelſes it 1.Cor: Kt mi theſeFive! Fppoſe 

reſpects: He'rells'bs'thatoury "Bodits 
Dreſentt ſtare; are Wegk; and Pibonnebls and. 


Ay ima}, anf and Corry Va: and* 1 + Weak; by 
FB of che} th & pritii ts of their Conn- 
poſnions Dj ol” y"teaſor ef. the thi- 


ogjſorne an age ORs that choſe 


NB Fla mal.-becauſe their: 
FP in deem $ 668! )-g4j0n 
rhe Retur ah an Erie reath4. Comup- 
"tible, for that they' terid' vir day> towards 
.Diffolution, which at. laſts finiſhedin "Death. 
cat 


| [ 14 } : 
Deathy1; But: on the contrary, hefays, Thoſe 

Bodies: that, {bal be, arc.Vigorons, and Glori- 
ous, and:Spirituel, and Incorruptible, and Im- 
mortals, Vigerous,” without. any. Weaknels or 
Impedieaest;; G/erious; without any Darknels 
or Defarmity; Spiritual, without any Gro(- 
nels or Incumbrance ; Incorruptible, without 
any Pain or Paſlibility.; Immortal; without any 
Alemtenpr.Dear: | ll nl ny, fy, 
-- - Our Bleſſed Saviour, to fortific his Diſciples 
againſt thole' Troubles which he had told 
them were likely ro-enlue, took as, many of 
them with Him into the Mount as made up 
a legal - Evidence, and there; gave them an 
Ocular Convituon of. thts happy change : 
[Where he transfigured himſelt Felore them, 
and aſſumed:for a while the. luſtre of a glori- 
fied Body; under which appearance, it 1s ſaid, 
char. his Face ſbone {ike the Sun; and his Ray- 
vent ( pierced throy h with the beams'thac 
.darted from: his lends) became. as white as 
be Light : Inſomuch chat his Diſciples fell 
-ipto an Ecſtaſie at. the beholding their Owh 


-Appearance;, being. 109 peak ar ,preſche-to 


&. A 


+ 


Hear che very tight of 
xy, which in.duc time they themſelves were 


fight of that Majeſty and Glo- 


Now 


WES, Of OM 
":Now this'is the: Hope that'is ſet before e- 
very one; of us infthe proſpect of the Reſrr- 
poſe ado this na, buy Ny 1 _—_—— 
A & -6.'16:' calls the : OnfoLatt- 
| 01. ' "Indeed what Confolation = be ſtron- 
4 ger? Or whar ſtate of Iife can be founcom- 
forcable as that this may not futfice toi com- 
pus and ſweeten'it * How ſtrong 'a Confos 
tation is it for a-Man under bodily gricf and. 
; ins, to-contemplate a ſtate, whereunto-he 
vs" -paſſ ng.whercthalt be 7 more ſorrow, no wore 
pain, and where all Teajs ſball be wiped from. 
his' eyes * "How ſtrong a'Conſolation 1s it for 
_ a Man under” the-circunRances/of deflitn- 

| on.and neglet to contermplatethacthers/is 
not any perſon in the W Grle) fo'Grea, fo 
Happy, fo Honoured, 'fo Beloy'd; buc-thae 
( havingalialeparience ) he himſelf ſhall be. 
more ſo How ſtrong-4 Confolation may it 
be to any of us to conſider that all-we ſuffer 
fhall turn ro a happy Account;.if only. we 
rake care'to dire it'to that Account: and 
thac AN:weloſe/! is:netloft's unleſs we fling 
T it after Providence, -and -loſe- «x by our.own 
pecviſhneſs ; For otherwiſe it 4s only-caken 
upto: atsMtcreſt; which ſhalk: bc paid-ay the 
Reſurreaion of theJuſt?- © * 


\ 36 7) 

2 Ke \VexV; urparkable In the Caſg ocBoly 

Ulchauthe Yd as en or Ay 

| all; th calls Conor. Way 
pleatd;to-xevral chigDoRrine. okthe,Belyr: 
reion.to-him in{o brighe amanper, Apt | 
cannot.have the Article fuller :expreſt ar this 
days then; }f:15 1h Shale Words his] fem 
that ny Redeemer lieth, and thasbe (hail. fi 
" the age. Hay upon ohh Beth mw though 
after my; SR: worms defixdy. this Body, yet: 
{ball L fee. Ged,s whow-l [Hal ſex; $a 
fend Mine eyes ſhall behold, and. n0t- another, 
That Zob had: fo full :a-Revelation of-- this 
heaking Truch wasa-parcicular metey to Him; 
bue;xx is likewiſe an Inftruftionito, Us;; Thas 
{ncetheManofUnyiverlial Afflictions had this 
Revelation given him for a ſure mcans.of 
his A Or als there can bc, no ABuRion, ct© 
Whagh, the Seton by uk ,may.,not be applycd 
| with: all dehrab uccels, 53-21 

- And from: hence 1.ſhall rake occaſion. to 
reflect upon onocammon mifcarriggcs hich 
Iss There are es an: theo Worlth _ 
= cp under che1ſtate:of -AMition do n 
logk; it za rhcjr odoube Bagh po 
Garaplans Anidctroi of this 
i : inſcnſibly\;fal os keycral.. md 
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Sins and Miſchiefs : For while they complain 
of the Iſſue it ſelf, they impeach Providence, 
and ' become Irreligious; while they -com- 
plain- againſt 'immediate Caules and Inftru- 
ments, they nurſe Uncharitableneſs, and 1n- 
flame themſelves to 'Revenge;' while they 
indulge this humour of - complaining, they 
fruſtrate the' Diſcipline of their Aﬀiftions, 
and refuſe to be made better by them and 
laſtly they preclude themſelves from the 
. Comfore offered 'in my Text, becaule they 
areinot in a ſtate of mind to apply it. In 
order to prevent this Evil, I ſhall firike ac 
the Root, and ſhew Thar all ſuch Complain- 

ing 1s Originally Unjuſt. - FR 
"And to make it appear ſo, We may con- 
ſider, That all the Evils we complain of are 
cither-fuch as we bring upon our ſelyes, or 
clſe:ſuch-as are 1aflicted upon us from with- 
out: Now it they are ſuch as we bring upon 
our ſelves, by our own act and default, we 
have-no Reaſon to complain of Theſe; all 
the Reaſon we have 1n this caſc, 1s to com- 
plain of 'the Cauſe, that is, of our ſelves ; 
and fo to correct the Fault, and fo to pre- 
vent the Evil.” Bur- if they arc ſuch as are in- 
flicted from withour, ws: ſuch as it is not in 
| our 
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. our pewer- to: pfreyerty. We! havg;no Need. to 
complain of Theſe, becauſe God: offers 'us a 
Gonedlatien proportionable the. Evil; and 
therefore the only: need'we. haven this Caſe, 
is to take hold of the'Comfore, and ſo to-ſtop 
the mouth of the Complaint. + | 

Now let us look. ut. into. che Complain- 
ing World, atd-how many: ſhall we. ifind 
the apparent Authors of thoſe Eyils whereof 
they. complain? How many: are:there; that 
cotnplain of Wanr, and;yet awe-that:Wanr 

to their own Laviſhneſsor-Sloth? How, many 
that complain of Digrace, and yet owethat 
Diſgrace to their own unworchy. behaviour ? 
How many that complain of Enchaios, and 
yet owe thoſe -Enemics. to their: @we:Pride 
or Contention? - How many 'that complain 
of the Deſertion of- Friends, -and-:y<t-owe 
thac Deſertion to their -@wn- Ingratieude2 
How many that complain -of the Undutiful- 
neſs of Children, \and yet owe that Unduti- 
fulneſs to their own ill Example | How ma- 
ny that complain of Pains and Diſcaſes, and 
yer owe thoſe Griets to their own Luxury 
and Luſt? Now is there any Juſtice in ſuch 
Complaints as Theſe 2 Shall a matt (fays the 
Prophet Jeremy, ) complain for the PO 
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of his fins? Eſpecially for ſuch puniſhments: 
as are: the neceſſary cfiefts' and conſequen- 
ces of his Sins? The Truth is, that men are 
ſo far from being juſt in complaining of 
ſuch Evils as Theſe, that they have much 
mars Reafon to bleſs God for them; There 
being na-ſmall-Mercy in that Providence of 
Gad :that;rofrders: Sin to beratterided with 
ſuch plniſhing conſequences: For i:f 1t:be 
. hard: to, wean Men fron. their/fll [Inclina+ 
cions;: aotwithitaniding: theſe Morafications 
andi-Gbedks' aliey; maect with in- the- purſuit 
ofithem; Haw deſperately obftinate would 
fach--Tnclinatons grow, 1t fo be they were 
got fo attended 2 1g ws fs ho 


ot Wray DF metas boafgyes' Ll 

- -On:the-other:hand,: as for all thoſe Evils 
that ate not'of-Qur own-procuring; bur arc 
hid upan:us by: the; diredtion of Providence, 
what: Juſtice; or what Wrſdont is there, to 
ſpend 'thac time 1n: Complaining, which we 
might otherwiſe: imploy: to the making 
ſelves ;amends ?; 'For: this. 1s. the Poine my 
Text calls-us to; To:meditate on the: Joy of 
the[Relugredtion;: and! thence .to draw that 
Camfort: that -aecdful for our Relict. 
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And now I ſhall add'a Motive or Two 
ro enforce the Practice 'of this neceflary 
 Pury. t 5 233? "NERC GOTYL £6t: 01 
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Let us then confider, ( Firft,) Tf God'has 

preſcribed an Expedient-to make-our Lives 
comfortable, and we at- the:ſame time ac- 
knowledge the Inſufficiency of all 'other Ex- 
pedients, What: Apology can we' make for - 
not-i'applying That which:God' has preſeri- 
bed?. - When: the Prophet 'Elyba' preſcribed 
to - Naaman' the. Syrian for the cure'of his 
Leprofie; 'That he ſhould /go:waſh in Fordan, 
we know the Syrian took Exceptions at the 
? Method; Abana and Pharpar,. Rivers of Da- 
maſcus, were in betrer eſteem with him, and 
why ſhould Zordar be prefcrr'd?': Had he; 
in this Pecr; "returned to" Damaſcus: and 
waſh'diin his own Country Rivers, and loſt 
his pains; we could not but have-look'd 
upon him as well: rewarded: for his Peeviſh- 
neſs: . But the Syrian grew wicr;-and went 
and waſh'd in Fordax, and. was healed: \ Let 
us grow wifer by his Example; and. when 
God points us. out the proper; means for 
our .healing, fay why we ſhould adhere to 

v3 our 
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our Abans and: Phaypar, why: we ſhould: pre- 
fer the Methods 'of ' our Native \'Country, 
the World,-:cthough* in the mean time. unt- 
verſal Experience warns us that-wenuſt ne- 


ceſlarily loſe ourpaitis. 


\Bur-- loſing our-Pains is /not':the' work 
on't;//Let us! confider'( Secondly.) that-we 
mult as nceeffarily loſe' our Virtue. For al- 
though 'the burden and gricf-of Afﬀlitions 
be- a great-Evil,” yer their Temptation: 1s 
uſually” a 'greater. - Becauſe frnce our Souls 
cannot ' poſſibly'- clofe- with Aflictions; nor 
be contented with: Uneaſineſs, bur lie \under 
4''fiataral-force t0-ſrclks out ſomething that 
may. reheve; itmuftnecellarily: follow; chat 
if we>do nor rake holdcof ſuch means as 
are {Juſt ' and/'Honeſt! to! recheye our. fetves 
withal,:we cannorbbuc etigage:in'fuchias 
are” ſinful. - And hence''1c comes'ro-ſpats; . 
That: for one Manmade' Miferable by» bear- 
ing Affiictions,- Thouſands 'are made 'Guil- 
ty by ſhifring Aﬀflictions ; whicvasza much 
more formidable Iflue. Our Saviour there- 
fore, after he had warned his Diſciples, that 
Troubles muſt certainly come, yet he fre- 

BY quently 


=. 


2 TY 

querislyatoy/Fhenm , ithidcAdviee: Be 

* nah;Froubled a Jet —_ hearts be'T roubled; 
See: thatipe: borews: Travbled,;o hey mult not 

be moubled,1;though Troubles; cams;' that 

15, when Troubles camg.-they: wene to; 

ter. themſelves under the Conſolation of his 


Prowilcs;: and:there; rand: at, Guard! both a- 
gainkki:che.'Griof: and the, Tempratiqn of 
ther; Knowing This That, if; a Ma ok 
undesi Troubles, then lus. State is: a : Snare; 
beaauſe: it hinders: him; tram ſerving ther 
God or-:lyvafelt 1a-5hat 

But onthe: ole; hate: 16, a] Man : 
hioaflf to: worldly: Shifts: 20g yh vt 


_ then his: Means are aigida ibeeray. him 
_ ane pop oy 3 -and 


girnyy-Goms "who in, caſe of 


alqbe'3s in the:;proper 
method, gens caſe his preſent: cr- 
cumſtanccs, er gone! emma 
DRE: «actor older 
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I 4 As that: he Expedient. of the 
Text: hes, liable: to: Qne; Exception,- which is 
This, That: howeyer/oxcellent it, wiay be in 
Ks 0wn-hature, ye8it 15 not- fie for-every 
ones Application; For how ſhall every man 
draw -Corfers; from. the. proſpect of the 
Reſurrection, whenmoſt men;tind /ic the 
_ greateſt hoxrrour: of their 'Thowghys 2 The 

Coming of our -Lortl in the. Clouds to Fudge the 
World» in: Righteouſneſs, is not ſa folta Gon 
ternghation! as. £6 {it - calc uypan-evfrry Qnes 
nd, muck: leſs to giver hum gourage. and 
oekiek ;And this indeed  Tricez-And: fo 1 _ ; 
like manner; 14; may ſontetimestha pon tvs 
c;beſt Medicijic:in she World 
able 49 heal ahiordiaary: wound: For: —_ 
che; habit of; Blood and: Juiges. 8: extremely 
viiaced,;: whatfocver: 1s apply'd; will wor: fo 
much heab as inflame., Bic then what does 
the: Paricnt In ſuch. a caſe? bk purges and 
_ diets, [till faich time as his Habu:mends ;;and 
then, having diſcharged the hinderances, he 
' foen finds 1 #7 a of his; Medicine, And 
this direts the method in our parallel caſe: 
if the Thoughts of the ReſurreEtion do not 
com- 
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comfort us, the fault lies not in That, but in 
out ſelves: Wherefore: we muſt cleanſe and 
change our ſelves to ſuch a ſtate wherein the 
Application may have better Influence upon 
us. * Now weimuſt' obſerve, for the! great 
Commendation of this Expedient, that it is 
not only Healing, but'-Cleanfing 'too:' To 
meditate>or the ReſurreQion- Sancikies'-as 
well as Comforts; "and 1s as ieffeftual to 
make men 'Good, as 'to chear and ſupport 
them whien they are- ſo: '' So long therefore 
as che 'Thought' of the Refurreftion artles 
us;- it is only 'a' Proof That our Minds are 
unaccuſtomed'to the'Subyjeft: Lee-us think 
of « frequenely; and'ie- will grow: ſofter ac 
every: Thought: - We 'ſhallpetcayc ir"ts 
looſen'us from. out ' fitful Habits; and co 
make us take heed to our ways, and to raiſe 
our Aﬀections to heavenly: things ; and then, 
as oft as we ſhall think'of che: Coming- of 
our Lord, the Graciouſneſs of the Redeemer 
will void the Terrour of the Judge; and we 
| ſhall be able to enjoy the proſpect of our 
Recompence, an humble Faith ſecuring ic 
to be Ours. - 


Lince 
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' Since therefore to "meditate 'on' the Re- 
ſurreQtion 1s-our neceſſary works and will, 
in a while, be our pleaſant work; and will- 
in the end be'our happieſt work; Let us do 
it with all our might; :and think what ſhame 
it: will be to have it faid, That many honeft 
Heathens ſpent more Thoughts about-a Fu- 
ture Life, and-lov'd ic more, and-enjoy'd it 
more, while 'it was but a bare Gonjeture, 


than we do, now-1t is a Certainty. 


And now 1 ſhall. conclude the whole with 
this.Reflection. We may obſerve, That all 
thoſe glorious Acceflions and Improvements, 
which the Scripture mentions as-accruing 
to Good Men at the Reſurrection, belong 
{imply to the Body : Ir is ſaid, That - owr 
Bodies ſhall be changed; they ſhall be re- 
ned and ſublimated, and ſo prepard to 
ſuſtain .the Joys of Heaven; which other- 
wiſe they could not do: Bur no ſuch ſub- 
ſtantial Improvements are mention'd of the 
'Soul; which we may .take for an Intimati- 
on, how Noble and Excellent a Being the 
[Soul 1s in 1ts original Nature: It is breathed 
from God; an _—_ with Hhs ——_— 

an 
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and hat! Image! impores no:kfs 'than-ſach 
PerfeEtions asarc Divine:: 'And-accordingly 
the Soul is:/1n-w ſelf, Incorruptible, and Im- 
mortal, \and ;of- an immenſe) > Capacity both 
to:know and'to enjoy: Indeed 1t15\conſtitns 
red;to ſee through. the Body as:through its. 
Glaſs ;; and-that-Glafs ar preſent is very dark; 
buc' when 'once.that Glaſs; ſhall-come-to'be 
brightned,? fo: foon as; the Soul-ſhall-be.dife 
charged from the. Groſsneſs:of Fleſh,and. the | 
Cloud of Paſſions, and the Stains of Sin, it. 
will need no ether- Elevation to-behoald:the 
Face of God, 'no other Capacity: to:;compres 
hend all the Treafures of Wiſdom, no other 
Strength - to bear Fi. TR of Eternal 
Glory. : ; } $23 
I mention; ably to incline our Thoughts 
to the care of-that precious 'part> of our Be- 
ing: We oftcn:take:care of 'our-Bodics to :a 
{intul} Exceſs; ; while [we negleft - our Souls; 
where our Gare could not excced; ſo worthy 
they-are of. all the. Care we can beſtow: 
But-1f we will -necds take. care.of .our. Bo: 
dies,why ſo much; of theſe wile Bodies,which 
notwithſtanding. all our! care, ate every mo- 
DNEAEIAIDg 10: CANES: Why not: __ 
| ther. 


ther of thoſe Glorious and Incorruptible Bodies, . 
which by God's blefling ſhall be ours; if fo 
be our due care be not wanting ?- Let us then. 
conſider the difference berween our Preſent 
Bodies, and our Future; and in Them let us. 
conſider the. difference between Heavineſls 
and Vigour, between Grief and Indolence,be- 
. tween Pain and Alacrity, between Corruption 
and Incorruption, between Decay and Ever- 
 laſtingneſs: Beſeeching God that the Thoughts 
of this-may provoke us to take ſuch a Care, 
That when our earthly houſe of this Tabernacle. 
ſhall be diſſolved, we may have a building of 
God," a houſe not made. with hands, eternal. in. 
the. Heavens. Amen.. 
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